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American Bison
Name: ______________________________________   Date: ______________________

WORD SEARCH:  Find and circle the vocabulary words in the grid.  
Look for them in all directions including backwards and diagonally.

BEARD
BELLOW
BISON
BOVID

BUFFALO
CALF

CONSERVATION
GRAZE

GREAT PLAINS
HERBIVORE

HERD
HIDE

HOOVES
HORNS
HUMP

KEYSTONE SPECIES
LAKOTA

MIGRATION
NATIONAL MAMMAL

RESTORATION
RUMINANT

SEDGES
SHAGGY
TATANKA

TRIBAL LANDS
WALLOWING

YELLOWSTONE

• A built-in snowplow! A bison’s hump supports 
powerful muscles that help it swing its head 

through snow to uncover food.

• Tatanka is a Lakota word for bison. 
For many Indigenous peoples of the 

Great Plains, buffalo provided food, 
clothing, shelter, and tools—and 
remain culturally and spiritually 
important.

• Bringing buffalo home: Tribal nations 
are restoring herds to their lands, 

renewing cultural connections 
while helping grassland ecosystems 
recover.

MORE THAN A SHAGGY GIANT!
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